Closing Speech for the Crown,
The Attorney-General
The epitome was found after her death. I submit to you it was
abundantly clear on this evidence that the prisoner "was minded
to get for his advantage under the new will immediate possession
of his wife's goods. Whether they were large or small I care not.
I agree I can make a strong observation as to what motive would
justify a prisoner in doing what he did, but I repeat to you that
motive must be taken in its proper perspective, and you have
there the motive of a man moved by the design and purpose
to get, as he did, immediate possession of his wife's property, and
we know the securities were placed under circumstances not very
clear.
Let me deal with one other matter. A lady was called as a
witness, and perhaps it is a matter for your consideration at the
time when this will was purporting to be made. Early in July
they dined together. There is no sinister interpretation to be put
on that, that they dined together, but within three months of his
wife's death the loyal and affectionate husband has so far recovered
as to go down to Bournemouth, and on the 14th or 15th May he
proposes marriage to that lady. Scorn is poured by my friend
on the fact that the initials of the lady are entered in his diary,
and he asks if a young man ever records that in his diary when
he is going to pay addresses to a young lady. What are the
circumstances? Is it not rather this—a widower sorrowing for
the loss of an affectionate and loyal wife with whom he was on
affectionate terms, might not it be that he had recovered so quickly
that three months had passed since the death, but though he was
affected so much as to write that letter and to state he had become
unstrung that he not unnaturally wanted change, and he arrives
back from Paris on the 28th April, and he goes at once to Bourne-
mouth, and in a friendly manner he asks the lady to engage her-
self to him? Tou will take that into your consideration. It,
too, has a bearing on the affection and devotion of a husband
towards his wife. It all adds weight, and you will know what
weight to give it in the relation of a husband to his wife. Lastly,
in passing from this matter, let me deal with one more matter.
It is said by my learned friend, again with force, and not undue
force, " Can you imagine a man committing this crime who in
August when negotiating with a busy friend, Mr. Chevalier,, to
come down and see his wife when taken from the asylum—can you
imagine this man taking steps to get Dr. Hincks to visit his wife
when she came from the asylum and to pay visits from time to
time—can you imagine a man corresponding with Miss Bessie
Friend on a post card/' and all the rest of it? cc Can you
imagine a man engaging a nurse to look after his wife in January,
and talking afterwards to Mr. Chevalier, and so on, to whom he
explained that, though he had obtained the property under the
new will, he would carry out the terms of the old will? " The
prisoner is in this position—do you suppose that if he adopts the
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